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this state. We mandate those things because we are the ones
under the Constitution responsible for education. We
mandate those things because we believe that there should be
some minimums and in the process of s ett i n g m i n i mums w e
mandate what those minimums should be. But ir. the instance
o f th e 1 , 0 8 0 h o u r s , it is a very strange thing. We, in
effect, removed a mandate last year. Previous to that we
had set in statute a set number of days, 175 d ays, t h a t w e
t ol d t h e sch o o l di st r i ct s t hey had t o ope r a t e a school
system and then under the rules and regulations developed
there w a s a se~ n u mber of hours that had to be offered
during that set number of days and in grand total it came up
to not very much less than a 1,080 hours. We decided last
year that we are going to change to a total number of hours
being 1,080 for a secondary school system which admittedly
is a few more hours during the year but not that many more
and then we said, you figure it out. You can adjust your
s chool day o r your sc h oo l y e a r a n y way you want t o , so i n
effect removed a m andate. Many, many of the school
districts have done that. As a matter of fact, practically
all of the school districts have already set their schedules
for next year. In setting their schedules for next year,
they did make some changes in many cases b e c ause o f the
1,080 hours, the removal of that mandate, a nd because t h a t
1,080 hours included a few more hours, it in effect caused
some school districts to either c=fer more days or mor e
hours per day, sometimes a matter of minutes per day. Many
o f t he t eac h e r s a cr os s this state who are hard working
underpai d i nd i v i du a l s , maybe if they were paid enough, maybe
if they were paid appropriately, maybe they wouldn't have
made the decisions they made. B ut many of t h e t e ache r s
s aid, y o u kn o w , w e don ' t wan t t o wor k t ho se ex t r a hours
unless we get paid more money. We don't want to work that
extra day or two unless we get paid more money. We don' t
want to spend that extra time in the classroom unless we get
paid more money. And they really didn't want to go to their
local school district and negotiate for those extra dollars
b ecause t hey wan t e d to blame us, the L egislature, for
extending the school year. Now I think we made a correct
decis ion l a s t yea r . I think we made a correct decision to
go t o t h e 1, 0 8 0 h ou r s a n d f o r us say that now we really
didn't mean it because we have got some s chool t e a cher s o u t
there w ho a r e go i n g t o hav e to go through the negotiation
process to get more money that they may or may not be
entitled to, that we should somehow change what we attempted
to do last year and set it back under the Withem proposal
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